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1. The amendment filed on 1/9/06 has been received and entered 
in the case . 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not 
included in this action can be found in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 1-3, 21, 22 and 25-28 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Altmann. 

Note Fig. 1, where the recited "two output terminals are 
out and outb; the recited common node is the common sources of 
FETs Ml and M2; the recited current source is either or both of 
the FETs 115 (each of which supplies a first current to FET Ml 
or M2) ; the recited circuit for selectively closing the two 
switches is the (unillustrated) circuitry which supplies signals 
in, inb (which also reads on the controller of claim 21) ; the 
recited bias signal is the signal applied to FETs 115 (and the 
corresponding FETs of circuit 120) ; and the recited comparison 
circuit is circuit 120 in combination with the differential 
comparator A(s) . The current adjustment circuit is the 
combination of FETs M3 and M4 . The transistor of claim 2 reads 
on either of FETs M3 and M4 , and the different node of claims 2 
and 3 is the ground terminal . 
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4. Claim 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Altmann. 

The specific type of controller circuit for providing 
signals in and inb, though not disclosed by Altmann, 
nevertheless would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art who will easily recognize that any type of differential 
driver can be used to supply the Fig. 1 circuitry with its 
inputs in and inb. Thus, claim 30 does not distinguish 
patent ably over Altmann under 35 U.S.C. 103. 

5. Claims 23, 24, 29, 31 and 32 are objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if 
rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations 
of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground (s) of 
rejection presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS 
ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136 (a) . 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
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of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action 
is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated 
from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Kenneth 
B. Wells whose telephone number is (571)272-1757. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30am to 
5 : 00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Timothy P. Callahan, 
can be reached at (571)272-1740. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
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information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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